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Preface The following six pages of architectural guidelines are '1

intended to provide.an overview for"quality building.
. development and building renovation at Williams Gateway

Airport. The guide!ines were dev~loped in response to the
obvious question, "What is Desert Tech?" These architectj.ual
guidelines must be used in concert with other WGA ahd City of
Mesa development guidelines, regulations, and ordinances.

...

"

Additional information can be obtained within the WGA Design
Review Committee informational packet.

, . .
'~ .

WGA Development Plans Williams Gateway Airport (WGA) is developing as an
, aerospace center with aircraft maintenance, modification and, . .

manufacturing, ail'>cargooperations and flight training.
WGA is a reliever airport to Phoenix'Sky Harbor International.
Airport. An association may be established to manage ,the
maintenance and adniinistr~tion costs of landscaped
open space., '

f

City of Mesa Zoning
f "

. .
City'of Mesa M -1 DMP zoning known as: Limited Industrial
with a Development Master Plan. The DMP ~lIows some
variations of certain requirements within the City of Mesa
Zoning Code [see,the'WGA Design Guidelines for details]. ,
Special situations may require additional processing through'
the Cityof Mesa. I I..

Signag'e & Landscape. A comprehensive-sign plan and landscape design guidelines
can be found in the Williams Gateway Airport DRC information
packet. ',

. New Development Processing The Williams Gateway Airport's [WGA] Design review
Cor:nmittee[DRC1reviews all development on airport
property. The'WGA's Design Theme brochure should be
reviewed for basic standards of design and additional detailed

. , information can be obtained from' WGA's Design Guigelines.
.. Submittals to the City of Mesa will be with the assistance of

the Airpqrt:' ' , . .
City of Mesa processing will be required for the~following
buildingsizesandtypes: 4

. Greater than 20,000 sq ft - fronting9ntoSO,ssamanRoad-
commercial, office, restaurant or retail ~ses -submit to the
Cityof MesaDesignReviewBoard.&

. Greater than or equal to 35,000 sq ft -fconting on
SossamanRoad-submitto theCityofMesa .
Design Review Board. .
. Greater than 100,000 sq ft - submit to the City of Mesa

Planning & Zoning Board and City Council.
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Massive, MiddJe, and Human Scale
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... A progression of freestanding pylons, screen
walls, metallic shade canopies and a layering

of building masses creates a meaningful
transition from human scale to industrial scale.

layering and Stepping
of the BuildingForm
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... A recessed entry, a shaded colonnade 'carved
from' the structure, and horizontal building skin

accents all contribute to layering and
'breaking down' the bulk of large building masses.
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Because of the the sheer size of many existing buildings and
the potential for many new users within the airport requiring
large structures, great design skill will be required to modulate
between the starkness of massive scale and the need for com-
fort of human scale.

In the tradition of historical southwestern architecture, the use
of "mid-range proportion elements" such as oversize, bold
forms at building entries, or employing deep recesses or pro-
jection elements as building accents can span the gap
between human scale and massive, industrial building scale.

To ensure approval by the Williams Gateway Airport Design
Review Committee [WGA DRC], it is recommended that stand
alone elements constructed of masonry or concrete achieve
depth and mass whenever possible. Examples include free-
standing walls, colonnades, signage pylons, and other archi-
tectural elements.

To offset the monotony of large buildings and, at the same.
time, to evoke our southwestern architectural heritage,
Desert Techguidelines mandate the use of layering and step-
ping back of building forms.

By developing a hierarchy of form and space, the interior func-
tions of office, lobby, receiving / shipping, and warehouse /
operations can be an exterior expression of interior function
while helping transition the scale of large buildings down to
human sized elements.

Development schemes that exhibit abrupt shifts in scale are
less likely to secure approval from the WGA DRC unless such
bold jumps in scale are planned and integrated as an overall
design strategy and display merit as a design concept with
quality of materials and quality of proportioning.

Likewise, simply employing a stepping or layering approach
will not ensure approval without attention to clarity and expres-
sion of the layering and stepping design development; thin
"stagefronts", or false hierarchies without corresponding interi-
or volumes are discouraged.
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Use of Desert Tech Materials;
Too little, Too Much

.A Three straightforward building material
choices of exposed aggregate concrete tilt-slab,

a colonnade of weathering 'Corten' steel,
and center-score grey concrete masonry walls

lend elegant simplicity to this structure.

.A Repetitive combination of polished metal,
stone masonry, integral color concrete

panels & recessed glass working
together in a cohesive arrangement.

Abell 8( Associates
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The material palette adopted for WGA Desert Tech recognizes a
balance between economy and quality expressions of building
development. It is understood that in this profit-driven market
segment that new or renovated buildings clad predominately in
prestige materials of Arizona sandstone and copper would be
rare. Likewise, it is understood that many development propos-
als will show approved economy materials such as metal build-
ing siding or appropriate stucco finish as the dominant building
skin, but will require excellence in design in their application to
secure approval. On large buildings, a majority of economy
materials is expected, but punctuated and well articulated use of
prestige materials to 'warm' and amelioratethe building surfaces
must be a strong accompanying presence.

Each development proposal should seek out highly qualified
architects and design services that will utilize the economies of
scale inherent in large building renovation and new construction
while maximizing the expression of quality development and
corporate character. The WGA Architecture Guidelines are
intended to help support design professionals reach a natural
balance between quality treatments and economy materials that
in no way intended to replace the need for quality architectural
services and experienced professional design.

The Williams Gateway Airport Design Review Committee [WGA
DRC] will approve only those development proposals that show
a balance and harmony of the approved building material
palette. Simply using one or two materials on the list [or worse,
using a little bit of all the listed materials !] will not result in WGA
DRC approval.

It is recommended that each design submittal express an overall
thematic development in the use of materials on the Desert Tech
approved list. For example, if brushed aluminum is selected as
an accent material to be played against an overall theme of split
face masonry, this interplay should be expressed thematically
throughout the entire project: in the major corporate identity sig-
nage, at the entry portico or canopy, at spaced intervals
throughout the exterior envelope of the building, and, perhaps,
even continuing into the interior lobby area.

The token use of prestige materials in just one or two locations
as an accent against a 'sea' of budget oriented building systems
will be discouraged and will likely be rejected at the WGA design
review submittal. A thematic approach throughout the project is
not the only design approach, however. If the use of prestige
materials is expanded beyond thin tokenism to become a grand
gesture of a quality building material in a few strategic locations,
a correct balance between quality and economy could also be
achieved.




